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Synopsis

Controlled by the heavy hand of the mob and fueled by government corruption, Newport evolved
through the nineteenth and twentieth centuries into a notoriously robust center of criminal activity.
With top political and law enforcement officials often on the take, the seedy status quo became so
excessive that a May 1961 issue of Time magazine declared, A¢a —-A“Newport has developed such
a gaudy brand of gambling and prostitution that it stands today as one of the nationA¢a -4,¢s most
blatant sin centers.A¢a —A« Eastern Kentucky University Professors Gary Potter and Thomas
Barker, both experts on organized crime, along with Jenna Meglen, offer up a captivating chronicle
of NewportA¢a -4,¢s criminal development, complete with thought-provoking assessments of the
possible advantages that organized crime brought to the city commonly considered to be Las

VegasA¢a -4,¢s predecessor.
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Customer Reviews

Dr. Gary Potter is a professor at Eastern Kentucky University in the College of Criminal Justice &
Police Studies. He is at the forefront of research in organized crime, and he has published
numerous books, articles and essays on the subject. Dr. Thomas Barker is also a professor in
EKUAg¢a -a,¢s Criminal Justice Department, and focuses much of his research on crime, police
administration and police misconduct. He has published hundreds of articles in various publications

relating to sensational crimes and corrupt police.



Loved reading about some of these people whose names were familiar to me as a young girl
growing up. My uncle was a Newport City Commissioner during this time period. He retired from

politics in the 80’s.

Very interesting book about the crime and issues that | saw first hand by growing up in Newport
along with many aspects of which | was unfamiliar. A must read for anyone from the greater

Northern Kentucky/Cincinnati area.

| grew up in Newport and this book is so full of errors that the writers should be embarrassed to
have published it. It is true that gambling, liquor, and prostitution were the main industries in the
town, but their facts in many cases are totally wrong. Perhaps they should have tried to find some
older people who lived during the 20’s and 30’s to interview or do some fact-checking. Their
perception of a small city that allowed and even encouraged these vices is partly correct, but they
neglect the fact that much of this was helped along by the "upright" godly people of Ohio who used it

as their playground. All in all, the book was a great disappointment.

reading was great

intesesting

Awesome

Great photos, in particular the images of the Newport Rolling Mill, however | was disappointed that
the text about the Andrews Steel Plant strike and resulting Federal occupation of Newport did not
include information concerning injuries or deaths resulting from the gun battles between Federal

troops and citizens as described in the text.

This is a great book with much detail of Newport,Ky and what caused this city to become "wicked".

Thanks to the authors who did this fabulous research.
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